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In reply to the September 15, 2003 Restriction Requirement, Applicants provisionally 
elect Group I, claims 1-37 and 51-55, with traverse . 

The Office Action asserts that the inventions are distinct because they are related as an 
intermediate-final product relationship. However, it is respectfully submitted that the final 
product includes all of the features of the intermediate product. In particular, claim 1 is 
directed to a fuel reforming apparatus having a fuel decomposition unit and a reforming 
reactor; and claims 38 and 39 are directed to a fuel cell system having a fuel cell, and a fuel 
reforming apparatus with the particular features of claim 1 . Accordingly, Applicants 
respectfully submit that independent claims 38 and 39 require all of the particulars of 
independent claim 1, since independent claims 38 and 39 encompasses the "fuel reforming 
apparatus". Thus, Applicants respectfully submit that the Examiner has not shown any 
distinction in the application, because independent claims 38 and 39 require all of the 
particulars of independent claim 1 . 
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